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exercise. This will allow MMS person-
nel the opportunity to witness any ex-
ercises.

(g) The Regional Supervisor periodi-
cally will initiate unannounced drills
to test the spill response preparedness
of owners and operators.

(h) The Regional Supervisor may re-
quire changes in the frequency or loca-
tion of the required exercises, equip-
ment to be deployed and operated, or
deployment procedures or strategies.
The Regional Supervisor may evaluate
the results of the exercises and advise
the owner or operator of any needed
changes in response equipment, proce-
dures, or strategies.

(i) Compliance with the National
Preparedness for Response Exercise
Program (PREP) Guidelines will sat-
isfy the exercise requirements of this
section. Copies of the PREP document
may be obtained from the Regional Su-
pervisor.

§ 254.43 Maintenance and periodic in-
spection of response equipment.

(a) You must ensure that the re-
sponse equipment listed in your re-
sponse plan is inspected at least
monthly and is maintained, as nec-
essary, to ensure optimal performance.

(b) You must ensure that records of
the inspections and the maintenance
activities are kept for at least 2 years
and are made available to any author-
ized MMS representative upon request.

§ 254.44 Calculating response equip-
ment effective daily recovery capac-
ities.

(a) You are required by § 254.26(d)(1)
to calculate the effective daily recov-
ery capacity of the response equipment
identified in your response plan that
you would use to contain and recover
your worst case discharge. You must
calculate the effective daily recovery
capacity of the equipment by multiply-
ing the manufacturer’s rated through-
put capacity over a 24-hour period by 20
percent. This 20 percent efficiency fac-
tor takes into account the limitations
of the recovery operations due to avail-
able daylight, sea state, temperature,
viscosity, and emulsification of the oil
being recovered. You must use this cal-
culated rate to determine if you have

sufficient recovery capacity to respond
to your worst case discharge scenario.

(b) If you want to use a different effi-
ciency factor for specific oil recovery
devices, you must submit evidence to
substantiate that efficiency factor.
Adequate evidence includes verified
performance data measured during ac-
tual spills or test data gathered accord-
ing to the provisions of § 254.45 (b) and
(c).

§ 254.45 Verifying the capabilities of
your response equipment.

(a) The Regional Supervisor may re-
quire performance testing of any spill-
response equipment listed in your re-
sponse plan to verify its capabilities if
the equipment:

(1) Has been modified;
(2) Has been damaged and repaired; or
(3) Has a claimed effective daily re-

covery capacity that is inconsistent
with data otherwise available to MMS.

(b) You must conduct any required
performance testing of booms in ac-
cordance with MMS-approved test cri-
teria. You may use the document ‘‘Test
Protocol for the Evaluation of Oil-Spill
Containment Booms,’’ available from
MMS, for guidance. Performance test-
ing of skimmers also must be con-
ducted in accordance with MMS ap-
proved test criteria. You may use the
document ‘‘Suggested Test Protocol for
the Evaluation of Oil Spill Skimmers
for the OCS,’’ available from MMS, for
guidance.

(c) You are responsible for any re-
quired testing of equipment perform-
ance and for the accuracy of the infor-
mation submitted.

§ 254.46 Whom do I notify if an oil spill
occurs?

(a) You must immediately notify the
National Response Center (1–800–424–
8802) if you observe:

(1) An oil spill from your facility;
(2) An oil spill from another offshore

facility; or
(3) An offshore spill of unknown ori-

gin.
(b) In the event of a spill of 1 barrel

or more from your facility, you must
orally notify the Regional Supervisor
without delay. You also must report
spills from your facility of unknown
size but thought to be 1 barrel or more.
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